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David W. Valentine

Professor of University of Alaska, Fairbanks

An early American philosopher, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, wrote that "the mind, once stretched
by a new idea, never returns to its original
dimensions". That is what Nitobe College
seeks to do, through exposing students to new
environments, people, ideas, and approaches. I
think that has been especially true for the
Hokkaido University students that have
participated in the summer Short Term
Educational Programs hosted by the
University of Alaska Fairbanks. And although
very little of what students experienced in
Alaska was familiar to them, it was clear they
enjoyed themselves as they learned about
issues both universal and unique to the far
north. As a result of their experience in
Nitobe College, students have a greatly
expanded view of the world of possibilities
open to them.
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Ryo SUGIYAMA

Nitobe Memorial Garden Curator,
University of British Columbia
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"Bridge across the Pacific Ocean"
Nitobe Memorial Garden was

designed to commemorate Inazo ; ¢
Nitobe in 1960 in Vancouver, Canada. The garden is all about the
bridge across the Pacific, which symbolizes the accomplishments of
Nitobe.whose goal was to improve awareness and foster relations
between Japan and other nations. We have many visitors from all
over the world to see the authentic Japanese garden and also to
feel Nitobe's philosophy. A tea house was built in the garden to
create a space for the communication between Japanese and many
other nations through a bowl of tea.

I have been delighted to welcome students from Nitobe College
every summer. This experience of being outside of Japan and
learning cross culture should be the great step for their future. I
look forward to seeing them to become part of the bridge across
the Ocean.
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