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David W. Valentine

Professor
University of Alaska, Fairbanks

An early American philosopher, Ralph Waldo Emerson, wrote
that “the mind, once stretched by a new idea, never returns to
its original dimensions”. That is what Nitobe College seeks to
do, through exposing students to new environments, people,
ideas, and approaches. | think that has been especially true
for the Hokkaido University students that have participated in
the Summer Short Term Educational Programs hosted by the
University of Alaska Fairbanks. And although very little of what
students experienced in Alaska was familiar to them, it was
clear they enjoyed themselves as they learned about issues
both universal and unique to the far north. As a result of their
experience in Nitobe College, students have a greatly expanded
view of the world of possibilities open to them.
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Ricardo Mata-Gonzalez

Professor
Oregon State University

The Nitobe College represents a bright spot of education
at the world level. Nitobe College students have the great
opportunity of feeling the world from very different international
perspectives. In a world of virtual realities the Nitobe College
makes possible the very real personal and cultural experiences
that provide opportunities for students to find their true global
leadership vocation. At Oregon State University we believe in
building cross-cultural bridges. We are proud to collaborate in
the Nitobe College endeavor because we share the mission of
helping people to build dreams and create the world they want
to see.
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